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The Rector’s Corner

Greetings	 in	 the	 Lord!	Th	 ere	 is	 much	 to	
celebrate	during	 these	 spring	days	–	 the	
emergence	of	color	and	new	life	aft	er	an	
unusually	 hard	 freeze,	 the	 approaching	
end	 to	 another	 academic	 semester,	 and	

foremost, of course, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in 
this	season	of	Easter.	Th	 ough	perennial	in	its	observation	
throughout	 Christendom,	 our	 celebration	 of	 Easter	 is	
always	 a	brilliant	 and	 timely	 reminder	of	what	we	 are	
about	and	who	ultimately	reigns	victorious	–	now	and	
until	the	end	of	time.

	 We	also	celebrate	with	joy	a	unique	opportunity	
to	 contemplate	 the	 fi	gure	 of	 St.	 Joseph,	 at	 the	
encouragement of Pope Francis. St. Joseph’s faithful life, 
model	 of	 sanctity,	 and	 particular	 role	 in	 forming	men	
for	the	priesthood	provide	the	basis	for	our	theme:	“Ite 
Ad Ioseph.”	A	phrase	 especially	beloved	by	St.	Bernard,	
this	 exhortation	 to	 “Go	 to	 Joseph”	 is	 not	 just	 a	 happy	
confl	ation	 of	 the	 foster	 father	 of	 Jesus	 and	 the	 Old	
Testament patriarch to whom the phrase was originally 
addressed	 (Joseph	 the	 son	 of	 Jacob),	 but	 a	 powerful	
spiritual	 principle:	 just	 as	 a	 people	 stricken	by	 famine	
were	 told	 to	 “Go	 to	 Joseph”	 as	 a	 wise	 and	 benevolent	
protector	 in	 days	 of	 old,	 so	we	 should	 not	 hesitate	 to	
turn	to	St.	Joseph’s	wisdom	and	protection	when	we	fi	nd	
ourselves	lost	and	in	dire	need.

	 We	were	able	to	do	just	that	this	past	semester	
on	the	Solemnity	of	St.	Joseph	(March	19th).	Th	 anks	to	
the	 generosity	 and	 hospitality	 of	 Fr.	 Victor	 Perez	 and	
the	 parish	 community	 of	 St.	 Joseph	 in	 Houston,	 our	
seminarians were able to make a [safe] mini-pilgrimage 
to	historic	St.	Joseph	church	and	pray	for	our	loved	ones,	
the	 sick,	 and	 all	 those	 in	 grave	 spiritual	 and	 physical	
diffi		culty.

	 Th	 e	 Solemnity	 also	 served	 as	 a	 capstone	 for	
many	in	the	seminary	community	who	committed	to	the	
spiritual exercises of a Consecration to St. Joseph, some 
refl	ections	of	which	you	will	also	fi	nd	in	this	issue.	Th	 is	
is	a	particularly	powerful	devotional	for	those	who	are	
called	to	imitate	St.	Joseph	in	the	vocation	of	diocesan	
priesthood:	to	be	a	bold	protector	and	a	tender-hearted	
father,	a	leader	by	example	and	a	servant	in	obedience,	a	
chaste	celibate	and	a	man	of	remarkable	fruitfulness	and	
spousal	fi	delity.	

	 Fostering	 these	 qualities	 in	 an	 authentic	 way	
continues to be the mission of St. Mary’s Seminary as 
we	work	to	exercise	and	deepen	the	life	of	priestly	virtue	
in	 the	men	entrusted	 to	our	care.	 I	hope	you	will	fi	nd	
in	 these	 pages	 some	 concrete	 evidence	 of	 that,	 as	well	
as	many	reasons	to	continue	your	spiritual	and	practical	
support	 of	 this	 Seminary	 in	 a	 sincerely	 committed	
way.	 Even	 as	 sin	 and	 obstacles	 seem	 to	 overwhelm	 us	
at	 times,	 we	 can	 remain	 confi	dent	 in	 the	 strong	 and	
steady	patronage	of	St.	Joseph	and	the	worthy	example	
he	provides	 to	 the	men	being	called	and	 formed	 to	be	
shepherds	and	fathers	in	this	challenging	time.	May	the	
protection	and	intercession	of	Mary	the	Mother	of	God,	
and	blessed	Joseph	her	spouse,	be	always	with	you.

Sub tuum praesidium confugimus, Sancta Dei Genetrix!

In Christ,

Very Rev. Eurel Manzano
Rector

Dear Alumni and Friends of the Seminary,
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Joy in the Heart 
of St. Joseph

Rev. Mr. Luis Garcia
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Iwas	in	the	middle	of	my	pastoral	
year	at	St.	Th	 eresa	in	Sugar	Land	
when	I	fi	rst	heard	about	a	new	
devotion,	 popularized	 in	 Fr.	
Donald	 Calloway’s	 Consecration 

to St. Joseph. It was intriguing to see a 
great number of parishioners bringing 
their consecration books to church 
and	watching	 small	 crowds	of	people	
gather	and	pray	in	front	of	a	statue	of	
Saint	Joseph.	Aft	er	a	while	even	some	
of the priests were bringing their book 
to	the	church	and	would	read	it	before	
or	aft	er	daily	Mass.	Many	parishioners	
would	 talk	 to	 me	 about	 this	 book	
and	 express	 how	 it	 had	 wonderfully	
impacted	 their	 spiritual	 zeal	 for	 the	
Gospel through the intercession of 
Saint Joseph. All of these conversations 
would	 end	 with	 parishioners	 urging	
me	to	pick	up	this	devotion.	

	 Interiorly,	 I	 was	 jaded	 by	
the	 other	 countless	 devotions	 that	
promised	 similar	 things	 as	 the	
Consecration to Saint Joseph—few 
of	 which	 I	 would	 rarely	 complete	
until	 the	 end.	 I	 understood	 that	 my	
disposition	had	a	lot	to	do	with	it,	of	
course.	Nevertheless,	 I	was	motivated	
by the fact that even priests were 
engaging	 in	 this	 devotion.	 Before	
beginning	this	devotion,	I	also	needed	
to	fi	nd	someone	who	would	walk	this	
journey	with	me	if	I	would	even	dare	
to	try	yet	another	devotion.	

	 By	 the	 time	 I	 returned	 to	
seminary	formation	to	begin	my	third	
year	 of	Th	 eology,	 I	 had	 already	 been	
gift	ed	 this	 book.	 I	 had	 been	 hearing	
for a while now how this is the time 
of	St.	Joseph	and	then,	to	my	surprise,	
Pope	 Francis	 declared	 a	 year	 of	 St.	

Joseph.	I	began	this	devotion	with	the	
intention	 to	 do	 my	 consecration	 on	
the Solemnity of All Saints along with 
a	diocesan	brother,	and	 it	was	one	of	
the	 most	 impactful	 and	 memorable	
devotions	 I	 have	 ever	 done.	 Having	
gone	 through	 these	 readings	 with	
another	person	allowed	me	to	not	just	
remain	accountable,	but	it	also	allowed	
for	good	brotherly	conversations	about	
the	refl	ections	and	the	ways	in	which	
the	Spirit	was	moving	within	us.	Aside	
from the fruitful spiritual insights 
and	 gems	 that	 the	 Lord	 revealed	 to	
me through this consecration process, 
I	 experienced	 great	 joy	 in	 the	 ability	
to share some of these insights with 
another	brother.	 I	believe	these	kinds	
of conversations are important for the 
diocesan	 priest	 because	 he	 should	 be	
able to speak from his heart to another 
brother in the same vocation about 
spiritual insights. 

	 Th	 e	 same	 Heart	 of	 Jesus	 that	
speaks	 to	 us	 in	 this	 discernment	 is	
not	 meant	 to	 be	 hidden.	 It	 is	 meant	
to	 be	 shared	 with	 others	 so	 that	 we	
may continue to give witness to the 
mercy	 received	 by	 our	 Lord.	 With	
Saint Joseph as our spiritual father, we 
have	been	given	a	great	gift		to	minister	
to	 this	 wounded	 world	 in	 need	 of	
spiritual	guidance.	As	we	continue	to	
heal	as	a	Church	wounded	by	scandal,	
I	remember	the	words	of	Fr.	Calloway;	
“Should	scandal	persist,	keep	your	eyes	
fi	xed	 on	 Jesus,	 Mary,	 and	 St.	 Joseph.	
Th	 ey	will	 never	 disappoint	 you.	Th	 ey	
will	 never	 abandon	 you.	 Th	 ey	 will	
always	love	you	and	be	with	you.”
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The Quiet Heart
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDY AND PRAYER

In preparing for the 
priesthood,	 we	 spend	 a	
signifi	cant	amount	of	time	in	
study	and	prayer	so	that,	when	
we meet people, we can share 

our	faith	with	them	and	help	guide	
them	to	the	Lord.	We	have	a	habit	of	
drawing	a	sharp	line	between	prayer	
and	 theology,	but	 these	 two	 things	
should	be	very	closely	related—both	
are	meant	to	help	us	know	God.	 If	
we separate them, then we risk not 
truly	 knowing	 God.	 If	 we	 do	 not	
know	God,	how	can	we	possibly	set	
people	afl	ame	with	love	for	Him?	

	 Our	 theology	 classes	 help	
us	to	learn	truths	about	God	which	
have	been	passed	down	to	us	through	
Scripture	 and	Tradition.	When	we	
learn those truths apart from prayer, 
they	become	mere	facts	that	do	not	
relate to us at all. Suppose a man 
reads	some	facts	about	a	woman.	He	
learns her age, her height, her hair 
color,	and	so	on.	If	he	were	to	decide	
to	 propose	 to	 her	 based	 on	 those	
alone,	it	would	be	absurd.	If,	on	the	
other	hand,	the	man	got	to	know	her	
through conversations over time, 
then	 it	 would	 make	 much	 more	
sense	for	him	to	propose.	Th	 e	“facts”	
that	he	would	learn	about	her	would	

become all the more meaningful to 
him because he truly knows her. So 
it	 is	 with	 the	 study	 of	 God.	 If	 we	
expect	to	really	know	and	love	God	
simply	 because	we	 have	 read	 some	
facts	 about	Him,	 then	we	 are	 only	
deceiving	ourselves.	Th	 is	is	not	true	
knowledge	or	love.	But	if	we	spend	
time	 in	 conversation	 with	 Him	 in	
prayer,	then	the	“facts”	that	we	learn	
about	God	in	our	study	also	take	on	
a	deeper	meaning	because	we	truly	
have	come	to	know	Him.

	 How	do	we	practically	pray	
to	know	and	love	God	in	this	deeper	
way?	More	 than	 ever,	 we	 live	 in	 a	
society	 saturated	 with	 noise	 and	
distractions.	We	constantly	 seek	 to	
satisfy ourselves through television, 
news,	 and	 all	 kinds	 of	 other	
entertainment. But all the while, we 
feel there is still something missing. 
We	 feel	 a	 deep	 restlessness.	 St.	
Augustine most famously wrote in 
his Confessions,	“our	heart	is	restless	
until	 it	 rests	 in	You.”	We	are	made	
to	 know,	 love,	 and	 serve	 God.	 He	
is	infi	nite,	the	total	opposite	of	our	
unsatisfactory	fi	nite	world.	Nothing	
can	quite	match	up	to	God;	we	can	
never	fi	nd	the	Lord	in	the	midst	of	
our	noise.	He	comes	in	the	quiet	of	

a	whisper	(1	Kings	19:12).	He	comes	
in	the	silence	of	the	desert.	Most	of	
all,	He	 comes	 in	 the	 silence	of	 our	
hearts.

	 Jesus	 is	 our	 greatest	 model	
for	 prayer.	 Even	 in	 His	 day	 when	
there was far less noise than in 
ours,	 he	 oft	en	went	 off		 in	 solitude	
to pray. We may not always be able 
to physically isolate ourselves for 
prayer, but we can, nevertheless, try 
to	enter	into	the	quiet	of	our	hearts	
and	 listen	 for	 the	 Lord’s	 whisper.	
Most importantly, in the life of a 
priest,	 is	 to	 spend	 as	 much	 time	
as possible in the presence of the 
Eucharist.	It	is	there,	in	that	quiet	of	
our own hearts, that we encounter 
the	 Sacred	 Heart	 of	 Jesus	 burning	
with	 love	 for	us	 and	 for	 the	whole	
world.	Only	aft	er	experiencing	this	
love	 can	we	 then	 go	 out	 and	 share	
the	 knowledge	 of	 His	 love	 with	
others,	and	allow	Him	to	draw	them	
to	Himself.

Mr. Joseph Blackburn
Diocese of Victoria in Texas
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Preaching the Word
REV. VINCENT ANYAMA, S.T.D.

The	 seminary	 prepares	men	 to	 be	fi	rst	 and	
foremost	 ministers	 of	 the	 Word	 of	 God.	
Th	 is	 is	 particularly	 true	 at	 the	Th	 eologate	
or the Confi guration stage of priestly 
formation,	which	begins	and	ends	with	the	

call	to	become	a	man	of	the	Word.	In	their	fi	rst	year	of	
theological	studies,	seminarians	are	instituted	as	Lectors,	
which	makes	a	man	an	offi		cial	ecclesiastical	reader	of	the	
Scripture	at	the	Liturgy;	and	in	the	fi	nal	year	as	deacons,	
they	serve	as	preachers	of	the	Word	as	they	draw	closer	to	
ordination	to	the	priesthood.	

	 Oft	entimes,	people	think	that	the	fi	rst	task	of	a	
priest is to be a minister of the sacraments.	But	the	Second	
Vatican	Council	document	on	the	Ministry	and	Life	of	
Priests, Presbyterorum Ordinis	(PO,	4)	rather	say	that	the	
fi rst task of a priest as a co-worker of the bishop is to 
preach the Gospel. In §26 of his papal encyclical, Pastores 
dabo vobis,	 St.	 Pope	 John	 Paul	 II	 confi	rms	 what	 the	
Vatican	II	document	said,	when	it	notes	that	a	priest	“is	
fi rst of all a minister of the Word of God.” As the Prefect 
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, Joseph 

Cardinal	Ratzinger	was	known	to	always	carry	with	him	
a	small	Greek	New	Testament	Bible	as	he	walked	around	
in	Vatican	City.	In	this	way,	he	modeled	for	all	priests	the	
centrality	of	the	Scriptures	in	their	lives	and	ministries,	
whether they are professors, missionaries, or parish 
priests.	 Th	 e	 sacraments	 presuppose	 the	 Word	 of	 God	
since	 they	 are	 our	 response	 to	God’s	Word	 in	 the	 very	
action	of	Jesus	Christ.	Th	 ey	are	signs	that	make	present	
the	saving	words	and	deeds	of	the	Logos.	Our	seminarians	
learn	how	fi	delity	to	the	place	of	Scripture	in	the	rites	of	
the Church are small ways by which the priest can convey 
to	the	people	the	centrality	of	the	Word	in	our	liturgical	
celebrations.

	 A	good	preacher	preaches	fi	rst	to	himself	before	
he	preaches	 to	others.	He	 speaks	 from	the	character	of	
his	 personal	 relationship	 to	 the	Word	 and	 the	 impact	
of	 his	 preaching	mostly	 depends	 on	whether	 the	 heart	
of	 the	preacher	 is	consumed	by	 the	burning	fi	re	of	 the	
Word.	Th	 e	object	of	preaching	 is	not	 to	 say	 something	
brand	 new;	 the	Gospel	 itself	 is	 always	 brand	 new.	Th	 e	
job of the homilist is to express it in a way that it makes 

6    REGINA	CLERI	MAGAZINE



contact with people. It germinates from the context of 
the	preacher’s	interior	life,	the	quality	of	one’s	spiritual	
reading,	and	habitual	engagement	with	Scripture.	Two	
individuals	can	preach	the	same	content	of	a	homily	but	
with	two	very	diff	erent,	if	not	opposing,	eff	ects.	What	
is	attractive	to	the	audience	is	when	the	personality	of	
the	preacher	fi	ts	appropriately	with	his	passion	for	the	
subject of the message. 

	 Th	 e	 Rites	 of	 Ordination	
to	 the	 diaconate,	 and	 the	 model	
homily	 for	 ordination	 to	 the	
priesthood,	 demands	 that	 priests	
should	proclaim	the	Word	of	God	
with	 integrity:	 practice what you 
preach.	On	the	one	hand,	one	cannot	
preach only the Christian reality 
that he has been able to live lest he 
preaches	only	about	himself.	On	the	other	hand,	one	
must	not	pretend	to	live	it	or	become	apathetic	about	
practicing the gospel message lest he accrues his own 
condemnation.	To	practice	what	 one	preaches	 is	 not	
the	same	as	to	preach	what	one	practices.	Th	 e	preacher	
is	called	to	preach	not	himself	but	Christ	who	grants	
him	the	grace	to	be	more	conformed	to	the	person	of	
the	one	he	preaches.	Th	 e	preacher	is	called	to	recognize	
fi	rst	in	his	own	ongoing	conversion,	how	to	preach	to	
people	about	the	victory	of	Christ	over	sin,	death,	and	
the	devil,	since	they	are	still	strugg	 ling	everyday	with	

the	same	reality	of	sin,	death	and	the	devil.	And	yet,	
he is not to preach the victory of Christ over sin if he 
himself	is	not	convinced	of	and	lives	in	such	a	power.	
He	must	be	convinced	of	the	transformative	power	of	
God’s	Word,	which	changed	the	hearts	of	the	Ninevites	
when	 they	 heard	 the	 preaching	 of	 Jonah,	 and	 also	
transformed	the	 lives	of	 simple	fi	shermen	to	become	
fi	shers	of	men.		

 In his book Th e Priest is 
Not His Own, it makes sense 
that Archbishop Fulton Sheen 
encourages priests to begin their 
daily	Holy	Hour	with	Scripture	in	
the	form	of	Lectio	Divina.	Now,	he	
also	 recognizes	 quickly	 thereaft	er	
that biblical interpretation 
requires	the	guidance	of	the	sacred	

and	living	Tradition.	Familiarity	with	the	magisterial	
teachings	 of	 the	Church,	 the	 lives	 of	 the	 Saints,	 and	
sacred	arts	of	the	Church	then	serve	as	a	crucial	aspect	
of priestly formation at the service of the preaching the 
Word	of	God.	Staying	close	to	the	Scripture	allows	one	
to focus on the simplicity of the entire Gospel message, 
which primarily calls people to the three theological 
virtues	of	faith,	hope,	and	charity.	A	good	preacher	is	
never	bored	by	this	simplicity	of	the	Gospel	message,	
which	paints	the	vision	of	life	in	the	Kingdom	of	God.

... priests should proclaim the 
Word of God with integrity:
practice what you 

preach.
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Godspeed, 
Fr. Vincent

by Mrs. Kathi Kramer, MDiv.

Earlier this year, St. Mary’s Seminary 
received	 some	 bittersweet	 news—Fr.	
Vincent Anyama ‘09, our Vice Rector, was 
being	reassigned	back	to	his	home	Diocese	
of	Dallas.	His	new	assignment	would	bring	

his	three-year	tenure	on	faculty	at	St.	Mary’s	to	an	end	
and	begin	a	new	era	for	him	as	a	 faculty	member	of	
Holy	Trinity	Seminary	in	Dallas.

	 In	 addition	 to	 being	 a	 formator	 for	 three	
years,	Fr.	Vincent	also	held	the	position	of	Vice	Rector	
for two of those years. During his tenure as Vice 
Rector, Fr. Vincent has been instrumental in many 
key	 projects	 at	 the	 Seminary.	 From	 spearheading	
a revamp of the formation program to helping the 
community	 transition	 to	 a	 new	 rector	 to	 designing	
and	 implementing	protocols	 to	keep	the	community	
safe	 and	 healthy	 during	 the	 Covid-19	 pandemic,	 Fr.	
Vincent has been at the center of the Seminary’s life 
the	past	few	years.	His	work	on	the	Covid	protocols	in	
particular	was	tremendously	benefi	cial	as	we	did	not	

have	a	single	case	of	the	virus	during	the	year.

 Fr. Vincent’s contributions to St. Mary’s 
Seminary	were	 not	 limited	 to	 his	 offi		cial	 duties.	As	
our	resident	Ratzinger	scholar,	Fr.	Vincent	was	quick	
to make sure we all knew what the true theological 
answer	to	any	problem	was.	His	quick	wit	was	never	
in	short	 supply,	and	his	 infectious	smile	brought	 joy	
to	every	interaction.	Th	 ough	his	 job	required	him	to	
enforce	policies	and	rules,	Fr.	Vincent’s	deep	love	for	
Christ	meant	he	did	it	in	a	jovial	manner	that	built	up	
the seminary community.

	 While	we	are	sad	to	see	Fr.	Vincent	go,	we	are	
elated	 for	 the	 community	 at	Holy	Trinity	 Seminary	
to	receive	such	a	wonderful	priest	on	their	formation	
faculty. Fr. Vincent’s contributions to St. Mary’s are 
numerous,	and	our	community	is	ever	grateful	for	his	
time here. All of St. Mary’s Seminary wishes him the 
best	in	his	new	assignment	and	will	miss	his	presence	
on	our	campus.	Godspeed,	Fr.	Vincent!
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St. Joseph Leads the Way

Fathers lead the way.	 Shortly	 aft	er	 Christ	
was	born,	St.	Joseph	was	told	in	a	dream	
by	an	angel	of	the	Lord	to	take	the	child	
and	his	mother	and	fl	ee	to	Egypt	to	escape	
the	wrath	of	Herod.	Upon	receiving	these	

instructions	 Joseph	 did	 just	 as	 the	 angel	 had	 told	
him;	he	rose	and	took	the	Infant	and	his	mother	to	

safety in Egypt. Just as soon as Christ was born 
in	this	world,	he	was	already	in	danger	of	death.	
As	the	father	of	the	Holy	Family,	St.	Joseph	was	
responsible	for	those	God	had	entrusted	to	his	
care;	 he	was	 to	 care	 for	 the	 Incarnate	 Son	 of	
God	and	his	Immaculate	Mother.	When	there	
was	a	threat	to	his	family,	St.	Joseph	led	them	
to	safety.	He	led	the	way.		Th	 is	is	the	role	of	
all	 fathers	 today.	 I	do	not	 imagine	 this	was	
a	particularly	 easy	 thing	 for	 Joseph	 to	do;	
they	 had	 to	 fl	ee	 shortly	 aft	er	 Mary	 gave	
birth to Christ. Just imagine something like 
this	happening	 today.	Having	 to	fl	ee	 from	
your	home	with	your	wife	and	child	a	few	
days,	perhaps	just	a	week	or	two,	aft	er	your	
wife	 gave	 birth	 would	 be	 a	 nightmare.	 But	
amidst	 the	 danger,	 St.	 Joseph	 led	 his	 family	
to safety.

Fathers lead the way.	Th	 ere	 is	 a	 great	 story	
that François Trochu relates in his biography 
of St. John Vianney, Th e Curé d’Ars, wherein 
St. John Vianney got lost on his way to the 
parish	 at	 Ars.	 As	 he	 travelled	 through	 the	
French	countryside,	he	encountered	a	group	of	

children	tending	to	their	fl	ocks.	He	approached	
them	and	asked	if	any	of	them	could	show	him	the	
way	to	the	town	of	Ars.	One	of	the	kids	pointed	the	
saint	in	the	right	direction	and	as	the	boy	did	this,	
St.	 John	Vianney	 said	 to	 him,	 “My	 young	 friend,	
you	have	 shown	me	 the	way	 to	Ars;	 I	 shall	 show	
you	the	way	to	Heaven.”	Th	 is	 is	the	role	of	every	
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St. Joseph Leads the Way
by Rev. Mr. Chad Henry
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

priest;	priests,	as	spiritual	fathers,	are	to	lead	their	people	
to	 Heaven.	 Th	 ere	 is	 only	 one	 way	 to	 Heaven	 and	 his	
name	is	Jesus	Christ.	In	instituting	His	Church,	Jesus	has	
made	use	of	shepherds	to	help	lead	his	people	to	eternal	
life	 through	 the	 sacraments,	 preaching,	 teaching,	 and	
example.

	 In	today’s	culture,	the	priest’s	role	of	leading	his	
people	 to	Heaven	 has	 become	 ever	more	 urgent.	Th	 ere	
are	so	many	diff	erent	voices	in	the	world	today	that	are	
competing	 for	 our	 attention	 and	 so	much	 of	what	 the	
secular	world	promotes	 is	 inconsistent	with	the	Gospel	
of	Jesus	Christ.	Somebody	must	speak	out	against	the	lies	
that	are	misleading	so	many	people	today.	Someone	must	
speak	the	truth	of	 Jesus	Christ,	 the	truth	that	will	 lead	
to	eternal	life.	Th	 is	is	the	role	of	the	priest;	the	priest	is	
the one who has to speak the truth that gives life. It is 
important	 for	priests,	and	those	 studying	 to	be	priests,	
to	 remember	 that	 Jesus	 is	 not	 asking	 us	 to	 fi	x	 all	 the	
problems	 in	 the	world	 today;	he	 is	 asking	us	 to	preach	
His	Gospel	and	to	plant	seeds	in	the	hearts	of	those	who	
come to us. Going back to Trochu’s biography on St. John 

Vianney, there is another helpful insight that we can take 
away	 from	 this	 saint.	 As	 Vianney	 was	 assigned	 to	 the	
parish	at	Ars,	a	small	and	previously	little-known	town,	
“he	 did	 not	 pretend	 to	 convert	 the	world;	 the	 fi	eld	 he	
meant	to	till	was	the	tiny	village	that	God	had	entrusted	
to	him.”	God	asked	his	priest,	John	Vianney,	to	take	care	
of	the	people	of	Ars	and	to	lead	them	to	Heaven,	and	this	
is	what	he	continues	to	ask	of	his	priests	today.	God	does	
not	ask	us	to	convert	the	whole	world;	he	gives	us	a	parish,	
a	small	fl	ock,	and	asks	us	to	be	faithful	in	preaching	His	
Gospel	to	those	he	has	entrusted	to	our	care.

Fathers lead the way.	When	his	family	is	in	danger,	
a	father	leads	them	to	safety.	When	the	life	of	the	infant	
Christ	was	threatened	by	Herod,	St.	Joseph	responded.	He	
took	the	Child	and	his	mother	to	safety	in	Egypt.	Now,	
more	than	ever,	priests	need	to	stand	up	against	the	lies	
of	the	world	and	show	their	people	the	path	to	Heaven;	
the	path	that	Christ	has	made	known	to	us.	Th	 e	words	of	
St.	 John	Vianney	to	the	young	shepherd	are	words	that	
every	priest	must	make	his	own:	“You	have	shown	me	the	
way	to	Ars;	I	shall	show	you	the	way	to	Heaven.”
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How Does a Priest
Become a Manager?
caMeRon scHool of Business at tHe univeRsitY of st. tHoMas offeRs tHe MasteR’s in
ecclesial aDMinistRation & ManageMent

Dr. Mario Enzler
Dean of the Cameron School of 
Business at the University of 
St. Th omas

Theology,	philosophy,	canon	law:	these	are	the	
traditional	 subjects	 in	 priestly	 formation	
and	education.	But	when	a	priest	is	assigned	
as	 a	 pastor	 of	 a	 parish,	 he	 is	 tasked	 with	
managing	the	practical	needs	of	the	church	

along	with	the	spiritual.	To	help	meet	the	needs	of	priests	
throughout	 the	 nation	 who	 serve	 as	 administrators	 of	
parishes	 and	 other	 religious	 institutions,	 the	 Cameron	
School	of	Business	off	ers	an	online	Master	of	Science	in	
Ecclesial	Administration	and	Management	(M.E.A.M.).

	 Th	 e	 program	 is	 designed	 in	 order	 to	 maximize	
the	 student-priests’	 exposure	 to	University	experts	who	
can	 educate	 them	 in	 intersecting	 subject	 areas.	 Th	 e	
curriculum	is	based	on	proven	best	practices	from	these	
disciplines	 to	 provide	 clergy	 with	 the	 knowledge	 and	
skills	necessary	to	manage	administrative	responsibilities	
and	challenges	of	today’s	parishes.

	 Th	 e	program	has	been	endorsed	by	many	bishops	
and	 cardinals,	 including	 Cardinal	 Daniel	 DiNardo,	
Archbishop	 of	 Houston,	 Cardinal	 Timothy	 Dolan,	
Archbishop	of	New	York,	Cardinal	George	Pell,	 former	
Prefect of the Secretariat for the Economy, Archbishop 
Jose	 Gomez	 of	 Los	 Angeles	 and	 Archbishop	 Allen	
Vigneron of Detroit.

	 “Th	 e	Master’s	Degree	in	Ecclesial	Administration	
and	Management	 will	 be	 a	 welcome	 resource	 to	 guide	
pastors	 and	 their	 fi	nance	 councils	 through	 a	 planning	
and	 budgeting	 cycle	with	 an	 eye	 to	 good	 consultation,	
collaboration	 and	 communication,”	 says	 Cardinal	 Pell.	
“Priests	 will	 learn	 how	 to	 make	 pastoral	 planning,	
budgeting	 and	 fi	nancial	 transparency	 a	 regular	 part	 of	
parish life. A parish that institutes a pastoral planning 
process	that	enables	it	to	discern	how	the	Lord	is	calling	
the	parish	to	serve	his	people,	can	better	address	how	to	
match	appropriate	resources	to	its	ministries	and	nurture	
good	stewards”.

	 Special	 emphasis	 will	 be	 given	 to	 fundraising,	

transparent	management	of	fi	nancial	resources,	the	good	
organization	and	management	of	employees,	and	eff	ective	
communication	strategies.	Th	 e	degree	promotes	the	dual	
aims	 of	 emphasizing	 faithful	 stewardship	 and	 fostering	
growth through evangelization

	 “Coping	well	with	human	and	economic	capital	
is not a simple matter, especially for those men whose 
pastoral ministry places them on the frontlines of the 
administration	of	the	Church,”	says	Mario	Enzler,	Dean	
of	 the	Cameron	School	of	Business	 and	director	of	 the	
program.	 “Th	 e	 M.E.A.M.	 program	 is	 founded	 upon	 an	
appreciation of the primacy of the missionary nature 
of	 the	Church	 and	 a	 recognition	 of	 the	 necessity	 for	 a	
certain facility with the more secular, technical expertise 
in	fi	nance	and	management	…	especially	 in	 these	 times	
marked	 by	 increasingly	 scarce	 resources	 and	 ever-
changing	rules	and	structures.”

	 Th	 e	University	of	St.	Th	 omas	was	established	by	
the	Basilian	fathers	to	serve	both	Church	and	nation,	and	
through this master’s program, the 
faculty	 are	 responding	 to	 that	
founding	mission	 by	 ensuring	
that our nation’s priests are 
educated	 to	 be	 eff	ective	 and	
holy managers in their 
ministry.
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A Pandemic 
Pastoral Year

by	Mr. Th omas Swierc
Diocese of Corpus Christi

From	what	I	have	heard,	my	pastoral-year	parish,	
St. Peter Prince of the Apostles, is usually a 
very	active,	vibrant,	and	busy	place.	Th	 ere	are	
normally	upwards	of	300-400	children	in	our	
religious	 education	 program,	 requiring	 two	

nights	a	week	of	classes.	Th	 e	Altar	and	Rosary	Society	and	
the	Knights	of	Columbus	normally	do	several	fundraisers	
throughout	 the	 year	 that	 I	 have	 been	 told	 are	 a	 lot	 of	
fun	and	very	successful.	But	none	of	that	has	been	able	
to happen this year. I recall that at the beginning of the 
academic	year,	one	of	my	brother	seminarians	remarked	
to	me	that	he	was	sorry	that	my	class	of	seminarians	would	
not be able to get the normal Pastoral Year experience. 
Indeed,	on	many	levels	the	thought	that	I	am	not	able	to	
experience	a	“typical”	pastoral	year	at	a	strong	and	active	
parish	is	rather	disheartening.	On	another	level,	though,	I	
do	not	think	that	I	would	so	readily	exchange	this	current	
pastoral	year	for	one	of	the	“typical”	varieties.

	 Th	 is	 pandemic	 pastoral	 year	 has	 aff	orded	 me	
experiences	 and	 opportunities	 in	 parish	 life	 that	 no	
other seminarian has gotten to experience in previous 
years. While on Pastoral Year (or actually, shortly before 
it),	I	have	gotten	to	witness	the	sadness	of	Sunday	Mass	
in	an	empty	Church;	a	vastly	diff	erent	experience	 than	
assisting	a	‘private’	Mass.	I	have	gotten	to	feel	and	share	
in	 the	 sorrow	of	parishioners	who	wanted	 to	 return	 to	
Mass,	but	who	are	high-risk	individuals	who	just	did	not	
want	to	risk	going	into	a	bigg	 er	crowd.	I	have	witnessed	
the	slow,	but	steady,	 increasing	number	of	parishioners	
and	 attendees	 returning	 to	 Sunday	 Masses	 as	 vaccines	
become	available	and	as	fear	of	the	virus	decreases.	I	have	

witnessed	the	 joy	 in	 the	hearts	and	rejoiced	with	 those	
people	who	have	not	been	able	to	attend	Mass	but	have	
fi	nally	been	able	to	come	back	to	Mass	and	receive	the	
Eucharist	for	the	fi	rst	time	in	over	four	months	or	more.	

	 Th	 is	 year	 I	 have	 also	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	
coordinate	the	religious	education	program	at	my	parish	
aft	er	 our	 Religious	 Education	 Director	 stepped	 down.	
Th	 is	in	itself	has	been	a	unique	experience	because	all	of	
our	religious	education	classes	are	online	and	do	not	use	
video	conferencing	soft	ware/programs.	A	part	of	my	work	
with	the	religious	education	program	has	been	trying	to	
contact	parents	to	encourage	their	children	to	 log	onto	
the	program	to	do	 their	 religious	education	 lessons.	As	
a	result,	I	tend	to	worry	and	pray	for	the	students	who	
have	 not	 been	 quite	 as	 diligent	 at	 completing	 lessons,	
that	 they	 might	 still	 be	 well-formed	 in	 the	 faith	 and	
desire	a	strong	relationship	with	Our	Lord,	and	that	any	
missed	 instruction	 might	 be	 made	 up	 once	 in-person	
classes	 resume.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 I	 look	 forward	 to	
the upcoming opportunities to work in-person with 
the	 sacrament	 age	 students	 as	 they	 begin	 their	 fi	nal	
preparations	 for	 Reconciliation,	 First	 Eucharist	 and	
Confi	rmation;	a	bit	of	“normalcy.”	

	 Nobody	was	expecting	the	pandemic	to	hit	us	in	
the	way	that	 it	has	this	year.	When	we	experienced	the	
suspension	of	public	Masses	 in	 2020,	 it	 showed	us	 that	
the	priests,	deacons	and	bishops	were	not	prepared	 for	
an	experience	like	this.	Th	 en	again,	who	was	prepared	for	
life	during	a	pandemic?	If	the	priests	were	not	trained	for	
ministry	during	a	pandemic,	why	should	I	not	embrace	
the	opportunity	to	learn	how	to	minister	to	God’s	people	
alongside	them?	Th	 e	opportunity	to	be	in	a	parish	as	we	
continue	to	emerge	from	the	pandemic	has	been	a	blessed	
and	 unique	 experience.	 Although	 it	 is	 vastly	 diff	erent	
from	the	“normal”	pastoral	year	assignments,	I	have	had	
the	privilege	to	witness	in	the	joys	of	weddings	and	the	
sacraments of parishioners while also sharing in the pain 
and	sorrow	of	families	who	mourn	the	death	of	a	loved	
one	who	died	from	COVID.	It	is	altogether	an	experience	
that	I	would	not	trade	for	anything.
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P r o c e s s i n g  i n  P r a y e r
by Mr. Caleb De La Rosa, Diocese of Brownsville

The practice of processions has a long history 
throughout various cultures. Victories from 
battle	would	be	punctuated	with	a	parade	
for	 the	 returning	 leaders.	 Emperors	 and	
kings	 would	 process	 through	 city	 streets	

to	allow	their	subjects	to	pay	homage	and	see	the	spoils	
obtained.	 Scripture	 also	 presents	 some	 processions,	 as	
this is seen especially with the Ark of the Covenant, the 
object	that	most	represents	the	presence	of	God	in	the	
community.

 Processions have been a part of Catholic practice 
for a long time. As far back as the 4th century in Jerusalem 
on	Good	Friday,	the	faithful	would	process	along	the	route	
that	Jesus	took	to	his	death,	starting	from	the	Garden	of	
Gethsemane in the early hours of the morning to Calvary 
in	the	aft	ernoon.	At	each	“station”	of	the	procession,	the	
faithful	would	stop	and	pray,	fully	engaging	in	the	Passion	
of	our	Lord.	Th	 e	intentions	and	spiritual	benefi	ts	of	those	
fi	rst	processions	of	the	Christian	faithful	continue	to	be	
sought	out	even	today.

	 Th	 e	liturgy	in	the	modern	times	is	also	directed	
by procession. Processions can be seen at the beginning 
of Mass to the altar, the Book of the Gospels being 
moved	 to	 the	 ambo,	 and	 so	 on.	 More	 so,	 there	 are	
potentially	 beautiful,	 extraordinary	 processions	 in	 the	
rites	 for	 celebrations	 like	Candlemas	 (Feb.	 2),	 Passion/
Palm	 Sunday,	 Holy	 Th	 ursday,	 and	 more.	 Th	 e	 Church	
encourages this sort of memetic action to activate the 
senses	of	the	people	to	see	that	we	are	giving	due	glory	
to	God	and	are	moving	towards	the	heavenly	kingdom,	
receiving	what	has	been	promised	to	us	in	faith.				

	 Beyond	 the	 liturgy,	 devotional	 and	 eucharistic	

processions	have	proven	to	be	a	powerful	and	infl	uential	
practice for the faithful. When one visits a parish 
community	in	the	midst	of	a	patronal	feast	day	or	Marian	
celebration, it is not uncommon to see a procession 
included	in	the	festivities.	Many	people	enjoy	this	form	
of	devotion;	it	enables	the	senses	and	is	kinesthetic.	More	
so,	it	helps	people	fi	nd	diff	erent	ways	to	experience	and	
encounter the beauty of the Catholic Church, her saints, 
and,	most	especially,	our	Lord.	Processions	provide	the	
opportunity to further engage in the mysteries, to teach 
the	 faith,	 and	 to	 invite	 others	 into	 a	 deeper	 spiritual	
refl	ection	on	the	gift	s	that	God	has	given	each	of	us.						

	 Th	 is	 past	 year,	 the	 Seminary	 community	 has	
hosted	 and	 participated	 in	 Marian	 (the	 feasts	 of	 Our	
Lady	of	Sorrows	and	the	Annunciation)	and	Eucharistic	
processions	as	part	of	developing	a	greater	spiritual	and	
devotional	 atmosphere	 in	 our	 community.	 Seminarians	
are	called	to	have	a	spirituality	centered	on	the	Eucharist	
and	our	Lady,	so	it	was	a	great	opportunity	to	prepare,	
serve,	and	participate	in	each	of	these	events.	Each	of	the	
processions	 included	 involving	 traditional	 and	 cultural	
practices	that	can	be	seen	in	diff	erent	communities.	It	also	
provided	an	opportunity	 to	 learn	how	one	 can	 include	
and	even	adapt	such	practices	in	the	parish	community.	

	 Th	 e	greatest	joy	for	any	seminarian	is	to	bring	joy	
to	Christ	 the	 Lord	 and	Mary	His	mother.	While	 some	
of	 the	demands	 to	prepare	 for	 these	 events	were	great,	
the	men,	time	and	time	again,	came	out	feeling	a	great	
satisfaction:	participating	and	off	ering	 their	gift	s	was	a	
way	for	men	to	share	their	love	for	the	faith	and	discover	
some	 new,	 beautiful	 ways	 to	 pray.	 What	 more	 could	
somebody	want	than	to	praise	and	give	glory	to	God?



P r o c e s s i n g  i n  P r a y e r
by Mr. Caleb De La Rosa, Diocese of Brownsville

Praying Through Chant
by Mr. An Vo, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Acommunity	of	Benedictine	monks	gather	
in	the	abbey	church	at	5:00	a.m.	to	pray	
Lauds.	 Dressed	 in	 their	 black	 habits,	
they	fi	le	 into	 their	choir	 stalls	and	wait	
for the Abbot to give the signal to begin. 

Aft	er	a	sharp	knock,	they	all	stand	and	begin	to	chant	the	
psalms.	Th	 e	chant	is	simple	and	the	abbey	church	is	fi	lled	
with	their	voices	as	they	lift		their	praises	to	God	before	
the	sun	rises.	Later	at	6:30	a.m.,	they	celebrate	Mass,	and	
since	their	voices	are	warmed	up,	they	are	able	to	chant	
the	beautiful	ordinaries	and	propers	of	the	Mass	from	the	
Graduale Romanum.	My	fi	rst	experience	of	chant	was	with	
these	Benedictine	monks	in	Mission,	British	Columbia.	

	 Gregorian	 chant	 was	 diffi		cult	 at	 fi	rst.	 I	 could	
barely	pronounce	the	words,	 let	alone	understand	what	
I	 was	 singing.	 Th	 e	 Graduale	 was	 diffi		cult	 to	 navigate	
since	 all	 of	 the	 instructions	 were	 in	 Latin.	 Th	 e	 chant	
used	 a	 four-line	 staff		 and	 the	 notes	 were	 a	 foreign	
conglomeration	 of	 squares,	 diamonds,	 and	 squigg	 les.	
Despite	being	unable	to	follow	and	sing,	and	frustrated	
from	not	knowing	what	was	going	on,	I	knew	one	thing:	
the	 chant	was	 very	 profound.	As	 a	 thirteen-year-old,	 I	
already	knew	that	Gregorian	chant	was	on	a	whole	other	
level	of	 sung	prayer,	but	did	not	understand	and	could	
not explain why it was the case. It was like looking at the 
depths	of	the	ocean	knowing	that	it	was	deep	but	unable	
to	see	if	it	was	10	feet	or	10,000	feet	deep.	Aft	er	getting	
familiar	with	Gregorian	chant	and	experiencing	how	 it	
helped	me	enter	more	prayerfully	into	the	Holy	Sacrifi	ce	
of	the	Mass,	I	have	asked	myself	the	question,	“How	does	
a	 prayer	 that	 is	 from	 another	 time,	 another	 place,	 and	
another	language	help	me	to	grow	closer	to	Christ?”	

	 I	 still	 enjoy	 pop	 songs	 and	 Praise	 and	Worship	
music,	but	when	it	comes	to	the	Liturgy,	nothing	is	more	

suitable than Gregorian chant. Gregorian chant sets a 
meditative	atmosphere	and	incites	prayer.	Th	 e	profundity	
and	beauty	come	from	its	age.	I	fi	nd	this	to	be	a	helpful	
defi	nition	for	“art”:	a	work	that	outlives	its	century.	Th	 e	
Mona	Lisa,	the	Bible,	and	Beethoven’s	compositions	are	
all	 examples	 of	works	 that	 have	 outlived	 their	 century.	
Gregorian chant has been sung for many centuries by 
the	 greatest	 saints	when	 they	 participated	 in	 the	Holy	
Sacrifi	ce	 of	 the	 Mass.	 Th	 e	 Church	 takes	 pride	 in	 her	
treasury	 of	 sacred	music,	 and	Gregorian	 chant	 has	 the	
highest seat (Sacrosanctum Concilium §116). When one 
is	 unfamiliar	with	Gregorian	 chant	 and	Latin,	 one	 can	
listen	 to	what	 is	being	 chanted	 and	 instinctually	know	
the	general	idea	of	what	is	being	sung	because	the	modes	
and	notes	accompany	the	meaning	and	emotions	of	the	
words	very	well.	Th	 e	legato	over	the	melismatic	neumes,	
that	is	to	say,	the	smoothness	of	gliding	over	many	notes	
strung together, mimics how a soul pours out prayers 
from	the	heart	lift	ing	them	up	to	heaven.	

	 Th	 e	 Church	 must	 bring	 people	 to	 Christ,	 and	
the	 best	 way	 is	 by	 showing	 His	 beauty	 and	 goodness.	
Th	 e	 Church	 has	 been	 around	 for	 a	 long	 time	 and	 has	
collected	many	works	of	art,	from	architecture,	literature,	
paintings,	 sculptures,	and	especially	music.	Th	 e	Church	
emphasizes	 sung	 prayer	 because,	 as	 the	 Lord	 breathed	
into	 His	 creatures	 and	 gave	 them	 life,	 so	 creatures	 in	
return	 use	 their	 breath	 to	 praise	 the	 Lord.	When	 one	
sings,	 one	moves	 the	whole	body	 to	have	 good	posture	
and	uses	the	mind	to	accurately	hit	the	pitches.	So,	when	
one	chants,	one	uses	the	whole	body	and	soul	to	praise	
God.	Th	 erefore,	we	 should	continue	 to	use	 the	greatest	
songs	from	the	Church’s	beloved	treasury	of	sacred	music:	
Gregorian chant.
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Formation on the Tennis Court
by Mr. Alejandro Moreno, Diocese of Brownsville

Many are familiar with some aspects of 
the	 seminary	 lifestyle.	 Th	 e	 spiritual	
life,	 keeping	 up	with	 studies,	 and	 the	
constant exercise of virtue within the 
community	are	all	part	of	a	normal	day	

at	 St.	Mary’s	 Seminary.	Th	 is	 past	 year,	 seminary	Covid	
protocols	have	changed	the	way	we	interact,	not	just	with	
the	outside	world,	but	also	amongst	ourselves.	One	of	the	
most noticeable changes was the lack of team sports.

	 Th	 is	 year,	 tennis	 became	 the	 most	 popular	
sport	 at	 St.	Mary’s	 Seminary.	What	 started	 as	 the	 only	
sport	allowed	in	“Th	 e	Bubble”	quickly	became	the	most	
popular.	 Surprisingly,	 even	 aft	er	 our	 protocals	 allowed	
team	 sports,	 tennis	 remained	 the	 favored	 sport.	 Many	
seminarians	learned	how	to	play	this	year,	and	it	became	
part	of	our	daily	routine.	Tennis	provided	a	time	to	relax,	
a	time	of	friendship	and	bonding,	and	a	time	to	exercise	
virtue.

	 Fitness	and	sports	have	always	been	encouraged	
at	 the	 Seminary.	 Sports	 off	er	 opportunities	 for	 self-
knowledge	and	the	exercise	of	virtues	such	as	diligence,	
charity,	prudence,	and	justice.	Furthermore,	sports	allow	
for	an	opportunity	to	bond	with	other	members	of	the	
community.	 Sports	 is	how	many,	myself	 included,	have	
come	to	know	many	of	their	friends	at	seminary.

 By remaining active we battle the vice of sloth, 
while	 also	 maintaining	 a	 healthy	 and	 active	 lifestyle.	
It	 teaches	 a	 man	 to	 have	 discipline	 and	 to	 strive	 for	
excellence	 in	 anything	 that	 he	 does.	 Furthermore,	 it	
allows	 one	 to	 have	 a	 healthy,	 balanced	 lifestyle.	 It	 is	
important	 to	 recognize	 the	 importance	 of	 sports	 and	
fi	tness	in	seminary	formation.	Sports	and	fi	tness	are	an	
important part of formation. 

 Not only can sports serve as a way to exercise 
virtue,	they	can	also	serve	as	a	good	place	to	release	stress	
and	relax	aft	er	a	long	day	of	studies.	Competitiveness	also	
factors into formation. Being competitive shows that one 
is	striving	for	excellence;	it	demonstrates	the	man	is	not	
just	merely	doing	something	but	trying	to	do	it	well.	Th	 is,	
in turn, translates into other areas of life. 

	 Th	 e	tennis	court	has	become	a	place	for	us	to	grow	
in	virtue,	to	exercise,	and	to	make	friendships.	Our	Covid	
protocols	turned	out	to	be	a	great	blessing	for	community	
life.	Th	 ey	brought	us	closer	together	and	gave	us	a	greater	
appreciation	for	other	areas	of	formation	that	would	not	
normally be a priority. What began on the tennis courts 
because	of	 the	Covid	protocols	will	 hopefully	 continue	
being an integral part of formation.

Farewell Graduates
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Farewell Graduates

ORDINATION TO THE TRANSITIONAL 
DIACONATE

ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD
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Rev. Mr. Alfonso Coronado
Diocese of El Paso

Mr. Julian Anyaegbu
Diocese of Dallas

Rev. Mr. Chad Henry
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Rev. Mr. Wayne Ly
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Rev. Mr. Houston Okonma
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Rev. Mr. Enrique Sada-Coeto
Diocese of Austin

Rev. Mr. Callan Sweeney
Diocese of Austin / Archdiocese for the 

Miltary Services

Rev. Mr. Alejandro Garcia
Diocese of Brownsville

Mr. Will Robbins
Diocese of Beaumont

Rev. Mr. Rafael Gattas
Diocese of Charleston



Mr. Will Robbins
Diocese of Beaumont

Alumni Spotlight
The Joy of Priestly Ministry

Rev. MsgR. WilliaM MangeR, Diocese of BeauMont - class of 1962

	 “Joy	 to	 me	 is	 doing	 pastoral	 work,”	 was	 Msgr.	
William Manger’s response to his favorite thing about 
being a priest. It is this joy in pastoral ministry that has 
been at the heart of Msgr. Manger’s nearly 60 years of 
priestly	ministry.	Born	in	East	Orange,	New	Jersey,	Msgr.	
Manger	attended	St.	Benedict’s	Preparatory	High	School	
in	 Newark	 before	 moving	 to	 Houston	 with	 his	 family.	
Upon	arrival	in	Houston,	Msgr.	Manger	enrolled	at	Rice	
University	where	he	earned	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	physics.	
He	 then	 entered	St.	Mary’s	 Seminary	 in	 1954,	where	he	
was	among	the	first	class	to	begin	at	the	Memorial	Drive	
campus.	Msgr.	Manger	was	 ordained	 for	 the	Diocese	 of	
Galveston-Houston	at	Sacred	Heart	Co-Cathedral	in	1962	
and	transferred	to	the	Diocese	of	Beaumont	in	1966	upon	
its creation by Pope St. Paul VI.

	 When	reflecting	upon	his	time	at	St.	Mary’s,	Msgr.	
Manger	commented	that	it	was	“one	of	the	best	times”	of	
his	life.	He	spoke	fondly	of	seminary	formation	and	noted	
how	 the	 horarium	 taught	 him	how	 to	better	 study	 and	
pray,	something	he	has	kept	at	the	heart	of	his	priesthood	
all	these	years	later.	This	is	subtly	evident	in	Msgr.	Manger’s	
life as his breviary is never far from him, no matter where 
he	might	be.	He	 is	a	man	of	deep	prayer	and	from	that	
prayer	life,	Msgr.	Manger	draws	the	strength	to	carry	out	
his pastoral work.

 As he will soon be celebrating his 60th anniversary 
of	priestly	ordination,	I	asked	Msgr.	Manger	to	share	some	
reflection	on	his	six	decades	of	priestly,	pastoral	ministry.	
During	 this	 time,	 he	 has	 held	 numerous	 assignments,	
including	parochial	vicar	at	numerous	parishes,	Campus	
Minister	at	Stephen	F.	Austin	University,	and	Pastor	of	St.	
Mary	in	Orange	and	St.	Anne	in	Beaumont.	In	addition,	
to	these	parish	assignments,	Msgr.	Manger	has	held	several	
roles in the Diocesan Chancery in Beaumont. In all of 

these assignments, Msgr. Manger’s pastoral heart was at 
the center of his ministry. Whether he was working to help 
sponsor families relocating from Vietnam to southeast 
Texas	or	visiting	with	parish	 school	 children	or	helping	
establish	hospice	ministry	 for	 the	 sick	and	dying	 in	 the	
greater Beaumont area, Msgr. Manger was constantly 
working	to	bring	the	joy	of	Christ	to	all	he	encountered.

	 Msgr.	 Manger	 has	 served	 as	 Pastor	 of	 St.	 Anne	
Parish	 in	Beaumont	 since	 1990	and	has	been	a	constant	
source	of	joy	for	his	parishioners.	When	asked	about	his	
time	at	St.	Anne,	Msgr.	Manger	reflected	that	“there	is	great	
joy	in	seeing	the	children	at	our	school	and	in	celebrating	
Mass with them.” In his pastoral ministry at the parish, 
he	works	 diligently	 to	 bring	 the	 joy	 of	Christ	 not	 only	
to	the	400	students	in	the	school	but	to	all	parishioners.	
Under	his	leadership,	St.	Anne	has	established	a	perpetual	
adoration	chapel,	brought	ACTS	Retreats	to	the	Diocese,	
and	 a	 large	 community	 garden	 provides	 fresh	 produce	
for	local	soup	kitchens.	Through	all	of	this	pastoral	work,	
Msgr. Manger makes the joy of Christ known to all.

	 When	 asked	 about	 advice	 he	 would	 give	 to	
current	St.	Mary’s	seminarians,	Msgr.	Manger	replied	with	
a	sly	grin	and	chuckle	before	giving	apt	advice.	He	urged	
seminarians	to	“first,	study	spiritual	theology.	When	you	
become	a	pastor	and	the	A/C	breaks,	you	can	find	people	
to	 fix	 it,	 but	 you	 are	 supposed	 to	 know	 theology.”	 His	
second	was	 to	 “enjoy	 every	minute	 of	 your	 time	 in	 the	
Seminary.”	It	was	in	this	piece	of	advice	to	me	as	I	left	for	
seminary	that	the	true	joy	of	Msgr.	Manger’s	priesthood	
emerged	 and	 his	 fondness	 of	 St.	 Mary’s	 Seminary	 was	
made	clear.
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Alumni Updates
Class of 1961
• Diamond	 Jubilee	 -	 60th	 Anniversary	 of	 Priestly	

Ordination

Class of 1971
• Golden	 Jubilee	 -	 50th	 Anniversary	 of	 Priestly	

Ordination

Class of 1974
• Msgr.	Michael	Howell	-	Retired,	July	2019

Class of 1981
• Ruby Jubilee - 40th Anniversary of Priestly 

Ordination
• Rev.	Eric	Pitre	-	Retired,	July	2020

Class of 1991
• 30th	Anniversary	of	Priestly	Ordination

Class of 2001
• 20th	Anniversary	of	Priestly	Ordination

Class of 2007
• Rev. Michael Earthman - Formation Faculty at St. 

Mary’s	Seminary,	Houston,	Texas,	July	2020

Class of 2009
• Rev.	Vincent	Anyama	-	Formation	Faculty	at	Holy	

Trinity Seminary, Irving, Texas, July 2021

Class of 2011
• 10th	Anniversary	of	Priestly	Ordination
• Very Rev. Eurel Manzano - Rector of St. Mary’s 

Seminary,	Houston,	Texas,	July	2020

Class of 2012
• Rev.	Edwin	Leonard	-	Interim	Pastor	of	St.	Michael	

the Archangel, McKinney, Texas, September 2020

Class of 2019
• Rev.	 Anthony	 McFarland	 -	 Parochial	 Vicar	 at	

St.	Anthony	Cathedral	 Basilica	 and	Chaplain	 at	
Monsignor	Kelly	Catholic	High	School,	Beaumont,	
Texas, July 2021

Class of 2020
• Rev.	Joe	Luis	Hernandez	-	Parochial	Vicar	at	Holy	

Spirit, McAllen, Texas, & Associate Director of 
Vocations, July 2020

Help us stay up to date and better keep in touch by sending 
us your updated contact info and any recent assignment 
changes to cathy.irantalab@smseminary.com.
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